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SEBC/FBA in Orlando, FL. July 22-24, 2010

Congratulations to Andy Fiske (2nd from right) and his team from Konia 
Water for winning the “Best New Product” award.  Shown here with 
George Cooper of Cooper Consulting Engineers.

David Sines of General Electric (center) with Prescott Lester of Pelcorp 
and Greg Ray of Kolter Homes 

John Ambrose of Supranos Systems visits Sue Reed in Whirlpools 
booth.

New members Greenblock Insulated Concrete Forms manager John 
Riddle and President Jeff Alexander

FHBA Executive Officer Paul Thompson (2nd from right) with some of 
TCBA great leadership, Past President Ken Ringe of Bayview Construc-
tion, Past President Jeff Bowers of Masterpiece Builders and Life Direc-
tor Jeff Braun of Certified Building Contractors.

Thank you TCBA!
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 NAHB
Multifamily Builders Encouraged by 

Rising Occupancy  
According to the latest readings of NAHB's Multi-
family Market Indices (MMI), current and expected 
demand for rental apartments improved significantly 
in this year's second quarter compared to the first 
quarter. The current measures for Class A, Class B 
and Class C apartments rose to 59.5, 57.6 and 56.6, 
respectively, marking their highest level since 2007. 
Meanwhile, builder expectations regarding demand 
for units also rose by a similar amount. The current 
production index for market-rate apartments rose from 
30.1 in the first quarter to 34.4 in the second quarter, 
and was substantially higher than the year-earlier 
period's reading of 16.7. For lower-rent units, the cur-
rent production index slipped from the first quarter to 
the second quarter but was still above the year-earlier 
measure. Meanwhile, the current production index for 
condominiums for sale sank to 14.5 from 21.5 in the 
previous quarter, returning very near to where it was 
in the year-ago period. Commenting on the latest data, 
NAHB Chief Economist David Crowe said that lend-
ers have been unwilling to fund multifamily develop-
ment because of the enormous number of foreclosed 
and investor-owned single-family homes that have 
been made available for rent. However, he said, "As 
the supply of additional units declines and pent-up 
household formations re-emerge when the labor mar-
kets improve, demand for traditional rental apartments 
will rise. It is possible that the supply of new units will 
not arrive in time to meet the emerging demand and 
some shortages will occur in some markets." 

NAHB Reaches Out to the Federal Reserve and 
Fannie Mae  

NAHB's Senior Officers and a cross-section of our 
members seized the opportunity to bring the builder's 
viewpoint regarding ongoing challenges in the hous-
ing market to two of the nation's most important 
policymaking organizations this week.
In a meeting with Fed Chairman Ben Bernanke and 
other top officials at the Federal Reserve Board on 
Sept. 16, our members shared their first-hand ac-
counts of the experiences they have had in trying to 
obtain financing for viable projects. We also voiced 
concerns about the impacts that this problem con-
tinue to have on the fragile housing and economic 

recovery. The discussion was solely an information 
opportunity in which no promises were expected or 
received, but was nonetheless an important part of our 
outreach to every possible regulator, bank agency and 
legislator who has the ability to help restore the flow 
of credit to our industry. 
On the same day, the Senior Officers also met with 
leadership and staff of Fannie Mae to discuss a vari-
ety of topics, including appraisals, NAHB’s position 
on GSE reform, single- and multifamily mortgage 
credit availability, the housing outlook and builder 
problems in obtaining AD&C financing. Fannie Mae's 
representatives expressed interest in working further 
with NAHB to develop improved appraisal and fi-
nancing treatment for green building, and in hearing 
from NAHB multifamily members about financing 
challenges in different housing markets. Fannie Mae 
and NAHB agreed to continue to share information on 
emerging housing and housing finance issues.

IRS Form to Help Small Businesses Claim New 
Health Care Tax Credit 

The Internal Revenue Service recently released a draft 
version of the form that small businesses and tax-
exempt organizations will use to calculate the small 
business health care tax credit when they file income 
tax returns next year. The IRS also announced how 
eligible tax-exempt organizations –– which do not 
generally file income tax returns –– will claim the 
credit during the 2011 filing season. 
The IRS has posted a draft of Form 8941 on IRS.gov. 
Both small businesses and tax-exempt organizations 
will use the form to calculate the credit. A small busi-
ness will then include the amount of the credit as part 
of the general business credit on its income tax return. 
Tax-exempt organizations will instead claim the small 
business health care tax credit on a revised Form 990-
T. The Form 990-T is currently used by tax-exempt 
organizations to report and pay the tax on unrelated 
business income. Form 990-T will be revised for the 
2011 filing season to enable eligible tax-exempt orga-
nizations –– even those that owe no tax on unrelated 
business income –– also to claim the small business 
health care tax credit. 
The final version of Form 8941 and its instructions 
will be available later this year. More information 
about the credit, including a step-by-step guide and 
answers to frequently asked questions, is available on 
the Affordable Care Act page on the IRS website
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FHBA
New ADA Rules Impact Building Code 

The Florida Building Commission will conduct a public 
workshop on the next edition of the Florida Accessibil-
ity Code for Building Construction at 1 pm on October 11, 
2010, at the Gainesville Hilton Hotel Conference Center. 
The public workshop will review the draft next edition of the 
Florida Accessibility Code and address potential changes to 
Florida law necessary for certification of Florida's code by 
the US Department of Justice. Florida law directs the Com-
mission to update the Florida Accessibility Code when the 
US Department of Justice (DOJ) updates the Americans with 
Disabilities Act Standards for Accessible Design (SAD) to 
maintain consistency. A workgroup comprised of represen-
tatives of persons with disabilities and industry developed 
the draft code that will be presented for public review at 
the workshop. The goal of the Commission is to amend the 
Florida Accessibility Code and implement it on or before the 
date the new DOJ Standards for Accessible Design become 
mandatory. Changes to Florida law necessary update the 
Code will be identified and submitted to the Florida Legisla-
ture during the 2011 legislative session.

About "Vote NO on 4"
If you like the recession, you’ll love Amendment 4.
Citizens for Lower Taxes and a Stronger Economy, Inc. is 
a non-profit, non-partisan organization working to defeat 
Amendment 4—a statewide "Vote on Everything" initia-
tive—which will lead to higher taxes, fewer jobs and endless 
litigation at taxpayer expense.  More than 270 leading busi-
ness, civic, labor and planning groups have opposed Amend-
ment 4; more join the fight every day.

Amendment 4 will require California-style, taxpayer-funded 
referenda for any change to a local government’s compre-

hensive plan.  Under this measure, it would not be uncom-
mon for voters to decide 200 to 300 technical land-use plan-
ning amendments every year at the ballot box.  The higher 
costs, longer delays and greater uncertainties imposed by 
such a measure will hurt small businesses the most.  Accord-
ing to The Washington Economics Group, Amendment 4 
would cost more than 267,000 jobs in Florida.  Each year, it 
would drain more than $34 billion from our state’s economy 
while taking nearly $12 billion out of the pockets of Flori-
da’s working families.

After three failed attempts to reach the ballot, the special 
interest lawyers promoting Amendment 4 have finally suc-
ceeded in placing their amendment on the November, 2010 
ballot. Citizens for Lower Taxes and a Stronger Economy 
was founded by Sunshine State business and community 
leaders to alert voters to the dangers of this extreme amend-
ment. Every small business, working family, teacher, health 
care provider, community leader, elected official, and 
mainstream environmentalist - every Florida voter - needs to 
know that our unique quality-of-life is at stake. If Amend-
ment 4 is passed this November:

THE DISRUPTION of local communities and the daily 
lives of Floridians will be extraordinary. Cities and counties 
will be required to hold elections for each proposed compre-
hensive plan change - not just major projects, but even minor 
technical details. According to a review of state records, 
this amendment would have required an average of over 
10,000 additional local votes per year in Florida. In fact, had 
Amendment 4 been law in 2006, the voters of Carrabelle - a 
small Franklin County town - would have seen 617 separate 
questions on a single ballot!

THE DISORDER will further disenfranchise Florida's 
already-fatigued electorate. Voters will be deluged with 
highly technical background materials prepared by the local 
government planning staff. The legalese of proposed com-
prehensive plan changes, often puzzling for expert engineers 
and attorneys, will further dampen voter turnout. Lines at 
voting booths will grow as Floridians attempt the virtual 
impossibility of voting on hundreds of separate and often 
confusing ballot questions.

THE COST will be astronomical. Every city and county in 
Florida will be burdened with the time and cost of holding 
additional elections to vote on proposed changes to compre-
hensive land use plans. The Orlando Sentinel wrote that the 
costs of these elections would “soar into the millions.”  In 
these tough times, the last thing Florida needs is an amend-
ment that will cost jobs and waste taxpayer dollars.

THE RESULT will be a system that is far worse, not better. 
That's why respected environmental leaders refuse to support 
the amendment. They know this amendment will not put a 
stop to all development, but will make well-planned, smarter 
growth impossible - thereby encouraging sprawl that re-
duces green space and makes effective growth management 
unachievable. 
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Gail’s Corner
Another year is about to begin for your 
Association. It has been a very tough 
couple of years for our industry, but for 
those of you who are reading this you 
have managed to hang in there and sur-

vive. Better days are coming but survival is the name 
of the game at this point. 

I was looking at some news items from the National 
Association of Home Builders that got my attention. 
Nationwide total housing starts rose 10.5 percent to 
a seasonally adjusted annual rate of 598,000 units in 
August. 

While most of the month’s gain occurred on the mul-
tifamily side, single-family housing production, which 
increased 4.3 percent to 438,000 units, was still 9.1 
percent below August 2009 as builders struggled to 
obtain finance and remained cautious about sustained 
demand. 

Three regions registered improved starts activity in 
August, with the Midwest, South and West posting 
gains of 21.7 percent, 7.0 percent and 34.3 percent, 
respectively. The Northeast posted a 24.3 percent de-
cline in starts in August. 

Single-family permits fell 1.2 percent to 401,000 units. 
This was 6.7 percent below August 2009. Regionally 
permits were up 19.0 percent in the West. Remained 
flat in the Northeast and fell 5.3 percent in the Mid-

west and 2.5 percent in the South in August.

What does all that mean? Our turn is coming, so hang 
in there a little while longer. 

First-time home buyers want smaller, less expensive 
homes. “New homes are a better match for the needs 
of the population in general” are according to NAHB. 
Compared to what is typically available in the existing 
housing stock, they are more energy-efficient, easier 
to maintain and have designs better suited to today’s 
lifestyles. On average, first-time home buyers looked 
at 15 homes before making their purchase. The large 
majority of first-time buyers- 82 percent- purchased 
single-family detached homes. 

By the time you get this Builder News, you will have 
elected your officers and directors for 2010-2011. 
Treasure Coast Builders Association is extremely 
fortunate to have great leadership currently and prom-
ise for great leadership in the future. When you look 
at Greg Schlitt as President, Joe Ciaravino, 1.st Vice 
President, Bob Cenk, Treasurer, Cindy Hall, 2nd Vice 
President and Tara Bushell, Secretary that is an out-
standing group of leaders. Along with the incoming 
Directors if the slate is voted in, we are in good shape. 

I am always impressed and amazed at the dedication 
of your leadership. They really love the industry and 
want to make sure we are here tomorrow when we will 
be really needed. 




